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IN THE WORLD OF SPINOZA THERE 
CAN BE NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A HOLOCAUST AND AN ICE-CREAM

Conor Cunningham, Genealogy of Nihilism



OUR PAIN IS INDEFINITELY 
PROTRACTED AND MULTIPLIED 
BY BROODING OVER IT.

Henri Bergson, The Two Sources of Morality and 
Religion



THE NEED TO LEND A VOICE TO SUFFERING IS A 
CONDITION OF ALL TRUTH. FOR SUFFERING IS 
OBJECTIVITY THAT WEIGHS UPON THE SUBJECT; 
ITS MOST SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE, ITS 
EXPRESSION, IS OBJECTIVELY CONVEYED.

Theodor Adorno, Negative Dialectics



BUT EVEN AS WE LOOK UPON 
HISTORY AS AN ALTAR 
(SCHLACHTBANK, LITERALLY 
“SLAUGHTER-BENCH”) ON WHICH 
THE HAPPINESS OF NATIONS, THE 
WISDOM OF STATES, AND THE 
VIRTUE OF INDIVIDUALS ARE 
SLAUGHTERED, OUR THOUGHTS 
INEVITABLY IMPEL US TO ASK: TO 
WHOM, OR TO WHAT ULTIMATE END 
HAVE THESE MONSTROUS 
SACRIFICES BEEN MADE?
GWF Hegel, Lectures on the 
Philosophy of World HistoryDiagram of slave ship  

by Andrew Hull Foote



THE WORLD IS THE NAME 
FOR BOTH THE WORLD 
“AS THE GIVEN AND AS 
THE POSSIBLE”

Daniel Colucciello Barber, 
“World-Making and 

Grammatical Impassse” 
“American Progress” by John Gast“DISCOVERY OF AMERICA”  
BY JAN VAN DER STRAET



“CRITIQUE IS WHAT 
MAKES THE WORLD 
POSSIBLE.”

Daniel Colucciello Barber, 
“World-Making and 

Grammatical Impassse” 
“Fray Bartolomé de las Casas”  
by Félix Parra



 THE MOST UNIVERSAL INVARIANT TRAIT OF PHILOSOPHY 
IS A FRACTIONAL MATRIX IN 2/3 TERMS: IT GIVES ITSELF 
AN INTERIORITY AND AN EXTERIORITY, AN IMMANENCE 
AND A TRANSCENDENCE SIMULTANEOUSLY, IN A 
SYNTHETIC OR HIERARCHAL STRUCTURE, THE ONE 
OVERCOMING THE OTHER IN TURN.  

François Laruelle, Principles of Non-Philosophy



MISFORTUNE REPLACES 
THE JOY OF EXISTING 
WITH AN UNEXPLAINABLE 
OPACITY, IN EVERYTHING 
THAT PREVENTS US FROM 
REGAINING THIS 
FREEDOM, THIS EMPTYING 
OF THE INFINITE IN US.

Christian Jambet, The Great 
Resurrection of Alamut“Light Sentence”  

by Mona Hatoum



 FEAR […] IS AN INCONSTANT 
SADNESS, WHICH HAS ALSO ARISEN 
FROM THE IMAGE OF A DOUBTFUL 
THING 

Benedict de Spinoza, Ethics



IT CAN BE INFERRED THAT THE 
WORLD OF SEMBLANCE WELL 
DESERVES ITS NAME. HELL IS 
SEMBLANCE ITSELF, THE 
INDISTINCTION OF MATERIALS AND 
NATURES. IT IS OPACITY WHICH 
AUTHORIZES TYRANNY, DECEPTION, 
IT IS THE WORLD OF OBSTACLES 
WHERE, PARADOXICALLY, NOTHING 
TRUE APPEARS BECAUSE 
EVERYTHING IS IN THE MODE OF 
APPEARANCE
Christian Jambet, The Great 

Resurrection of AlamutUntitled  
by Omran Younis



THE REALM OF SIMILITUDES—
IN WHICH BOTH THE  
FOLLOWERS OF TRUTH AND 
FALSEHOOD, THE VERACIOUS 
AND THE LIARS, THE GOOD AND 
THE WICKED, RESEMBLE EACH 
OTHER, AND WHERE THE 
GODLESS DEVIL IS OCCUPIED 
IN ARBITRATION AND 
DISPUTATION —IS ABSOLUTE 
HELL.

Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, The 
Paradise of Submission“National Emergency”  

by Jim McNaughton



“Bon Voyage”  
by Tammam Azzam



OUR TEACHING IS THE TRUTH, THE 
TRUTH OF THE TRUTH; IT IS THE 
EXOTERIC AND THE ESOTERIC, AND THE 
ESOTERIC OF THE ESOTERIC; IT IS THE 
SECRET AND THE SECRET OF A SECRET, 
A PROTECTED SECRET, HIDDEN BY A 
SECRET. 
 
IT HAPPENS THAT I CONFER A 
TEACHING TO SOMEONE; THEN HE 
LEAVES ME AND REPORTS IT EXACTLY 
AS HE HEARD IT FROM ME. BECAUSE 
OF THIS, I DECLARE THAT IT IS LAWFUL 
TO CURSE HIM AND TO DISSOCIATE 
ONESELF FROM HIM.

Imam Ja’far al-SadiqCompression  
by Mohammad Salemy
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Painting attributed to Mirza ‘Ali.



“Zero Canyon (A Dissimulation)” by Julie Mehretu



Still from “Love is the Message, the Message is Death” by Arthur Jafa


